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Abstract

A Study on Character Education of Confucianism

Lee, Sang-Ho

There can be multiple paths to climb the summit. Certain lengths are not always
right. There are advantages and disadvantages for each route. Generally, in
Confucianism, Confucian four basic qualities of humanity, righteousness, propriety and
wisdom granted from the heaven are recognized as human natures. Confucian
character education is divided into character education of Confucius, Mencius and
Xunzi.

Confucius suggested preponderance in the ability of moral empathy based on love,
character education based on the naturalness of humanity, emphasis of autonomy, and
character education to the level of the disciples. Mencius emphasized Confucian four
basic natures of humanity, righteousness, propriety and wisdom recovery through the
expansion of Confucian four basic natures, and the life of great man through
Hoyeonijigi recovery. Xunzi claimed that in order to basically heal social confusions, the
evil nature should be changed to the good one by artificial efforts such as courtesy
forms or procedures.

The times and circumstances in which Confucius, Mencius, and Xunzi lived can be
different from today. But the important message of the character education that the
three thinkers proposed to settle the confused society and make it into a beautiful
world where people can live a life worthy of the name of man needs to be reassured
enough to give us many suggestions today.

Key words: character education, Confucian four basic natures of humanity,
righteousness, propriety and wisdom({ZZxi& &), ability of moral empathy ({=
FEMEA), autonomy, expansion of Confucian four basic natures (P9%g),

artificial efforts
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