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Abstract

The Ethical Consciousness of Modern Koreans and the

Modern Japanese Consciousness of 'Divine Nation’
Kim, Chae-Su

The Japanese defined their country as a "divine state” as a way to cope with the
expand of the Western powers toward easter countries during the modernization
process. So, through the education for the people of the Japanese Empire, they instilled
such thoughts into the consciousness of themselves and Koreans in the colonies. As a
result, the Koreans are still in a state where they have not completely escaped from
such fictitious, self-deceived thoughts injected from them at this time.

The ethical consciousness of modern Koreans is formed based on such a fictitious
and self-deceptive thought that was injected during the Japanese colonial period. The
reason that such a false idea formed in the process of modernization of Korea
remained without being dismantled or refined in the process of modernization since
liberation is that after the liberation, the United States of America has promoted the
globalization of capitalism against the promotion of the Eurasian continent of Soviet
communist forces. It was because of the urgency that it would be used as a shield for
the South Korean people of the communist forces by unifying Korea, which was a
colonial country of Japan before the liberation and Japan, in order to get rid of it. As
a result, we can see that the origins of the conducts of 'Gapgil’ or 'Me too’
movements that cause serious social problems in Korean society now are derived from

consciousness of the self-deceitful 'divine nation’.

Key Words : Divine national consciousness, Ethical consciousness of modern Korean
people, korea- conquest theory, Yoshida Shoin, Japanese colonial period, Empress of the
shrine
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